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CORE:  5/25 Massive Education Protest Signals End of Silence and Complicity
 "Yesterday, we had 5,000 people in the streets telling Huberman 'No' to 35 in a class, 'No' to cuts in student programs and ‘No’ to spending that robs money from children to profit big business.  The message is clear – educators, students, families and communities will no longer tolerate CPS policies that harm children.  We will fight to restore the joy of teaching and learning to our schools once again,” said Karen Lewis, Chicago Teachers Union Presidential candidate and 20-year veteran CPS teacher.
Lewis explained that Mayor Daley’s tax increment financing (TIF) program “robs schools of $250 million each year legally due to our schools” and over $300 million to quasi-private charters and turnarounds that are “funded with taxpayer money, shut out the neediest students, and have been proven to perform no better than our neighborhood schools.”   Lewis reported that “teachers are also angry about stealing their time away from teaching students with countless hours each week filling out accountability data forms and trapped in data analysis meetings.  Every day more and more teachers say they are planning to leave our profession – that this is not what they signed up for.”     
On May 21, 2010, 65% of all Chicago Teachers Union members voted against their incumbent President, Marilyn Stewart.  “In the election booth and in the streets, our members declared that our Union can no longer be complicit in the destruction of public schools.  The massive protest on May 25th was initiated by rank-and-file teachers and Union delegates to break the current Union leadership’s silence.”
# # #

CORE, the Caucus of Rank-and-file Educators, is a reform caucus of the Chicago Teachers Union that represents teachers/paraprofessionals and the students and families they serve.  CORE is currently in a run-off election scheduled for June 11, 2010 against incumbent Marilyn Stewart. 
